COUNTRY  Eouador . DATE DISTR.

ZONTA
ULASSIFICATIIN ey

santz- apfsns s susazonsror: oo N T
e R FORM EBHOENTALS | %
| 22 Dee 1048

N
Pihi

&

SUBJECT ~ Establishment of Communist "Reveluticnavy Comnittee™NO. OF PAGES 2

25X1A6a NO. OF ENCLS.

ACQUIRE

At D 1-'! 'JBRAB' ‘ WIRTED DBELOWS
NATE QR l- 25X1C 25X1X6 | UMET T0

1, During the month of November the Ecuadoran Comunist Party branck in Guayaquil
was actively engaged in cooperating with both political and military revolutionaxy
olements in that area, The Party branch in Quito, on the other hand, was re-
latively quiet politieally. On 30 Hovember, havever, at a closed meeting of the
Central Committee in "uitc, the Party position in the event of a revolution in °
Ecuador was discussed. :

2. Gustavo Becerra, head of intelligence matters for the Party, stated that the foeal
- point of opposition to the povermment undoubtedly was in Guayequil where aggressive
work is being carried on. He did not believe the movement for a revelt among
the military in Quito had advanced to the action stage. Political opposition ir
Quito is merely anti-Plaze and no definite steps have been taken to organize ail
opposition factions into a revolutionary movement. _

3. It was supgestod that the time was opportune for the Party to organize all
opposition groups in Quito and in Guayaquil and to form a revelutionary political
Pfront %o cooperate with the military in overthrowing the government. As & result.
a "Revolutionary Committee" was appointed to carry out the organizational work.

4+ The Revolutionary Committee®s first objective was to contaect 2.l oppositlon lead-
ers to join in a coalition against the incumbent government. This was to be dors
through personal contact, with an explanation at the sameg time that ihe move-
ment has already made considerable progress in Guayaquil, and that with the suppors
of the Army, it cannot fail. The Comrunists reportedly have not approached any
of the would-be military revolutionary leaders in Juito. The Revolutionary
Committes was to refrain from making contact with military men until they were
prepared to say that they represented a coalition front of all political parties
in Quito apgainst the povernment, ’ . :

5. Meanwhile Pedro Smad, who is in charge of the Revoluticmary Commitiee, iz pressntly
in Guayaquil reviewing the political and military situation. It is anticipated
that upon Saad's meturn to Juito » he will have achieved a program of action
whersby the coastal and siorra regional branches of the Party will participato
in any fuil-geale revolutionary movement, ‘ ' :

6. The abové-mentioned political activity of the Communist Party is believed to be
predicated upon two basic conecopts:
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2. The Jorrumnists, incopable of staging their owm revolubion sueceeestully,

wort to avoid havinc~ any entieroverument movement identified as Somunist
inspired; :

b. Any revolt arainst the roveraront should receive the full support of the
Gomoundsts, bub under the nsmne of Hhe oririnating movement,

In %his momner the Comrmnists hope to 2id in the overthrou of the ,{-*cvernmeht,
but at tho same time mintain rood relations with any new adninistration,

25X1A6a -gmm The Comrmmiste vill have two obstacles %o overcome: Ghe

avathy or inertia of the anti-rovernment groups; and the reluctance of these
froups to participabe in any movement with the Comrmmists,) :
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